
Dear Mr Chairman

I write in relation to a statement that was made at the disclosure hearing in relation to
Ranson v DHSC of yesterdays date. At the hearing it was publicly stated and widely reported
that I did not disclose an exchange where I praised Dr Ranson. This I assume relates to the
allegation that was also made at the hearing in February that I did not disclose as part of the
disclosure process the e-mail exchange between myself and <name redacted>. That is not
correct, I did disclose it and it formed part of my disclosure bundle at the time. After giving
evidence in February I went back that afternoon through my disclosure list and discovered
that I had disclosed it and it therefore would have been among the tribunals papers from
myself. I relayed this at the time to the representative from the Attorney General’s and asked
that it be passed onto both yourself and the other panel members so the record could be
corrected. So any statement that I did not disclosure or held back this piece of information to
the tribunal during the disclosure process is factually incorrect.

In relation to the Departmental members e-mail, after my evidence I again went back and
checked my system and the e-mail is not there, I can’t disclosure something I do not have
possession of. As I stated under oath during my evidence the government e-mail system
limits the size of e-mail (to 2.2gb) after which messages have to be deleted or archived. As
an example in 2020 I received 28,000 e-mails and sent 13,000 and in 2021 I received
29,000 e-mails and sent 15,000, so over 85,000 e-mails sent and received over the two year
period. Wherever possible I seek to archive messages but it is not a fool proof process and
that message is one of a number from around that time that are not appearing in the archive
and so would not show up in any search for the disclosure as it was not in my possession or
on my system at the time disclosure was requested, so it wouldn’t have mattered what
search criteria was used it would not have displayed. I again that afternoon after my
evidence session asked via the representative from the Attorney General’s Chambers that
information be passed to yourself as Chairman and the other panel members. I hope that
was done so.

As stated under oath every single document that was in my possession was disclosed at the
time of disclosure, including the <name redacted> e-mail exchange that it seems is still
being alleged was not disclosed, and the recently queried letter to the Chair of the PAC. In
line with the reasonable disclosure request there is no document in my possession that has
at any point been withheld and indeed I was one of those who submitted all disclosures in
line with the timescales provided and was not one of those who made late or subsequent
disclosures.

Yours sincerely,

Mr David Ashford

Former Minister for DHSC


