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Treasury <treasury@foi.gov.im> 4 March 2022 at 18:09
To: michael@taxpayersalliance.im

Information request 
Our reference: 2195299 

Dear Mr Josem
 
Freedom of Information Act 2015
 
I write further to my colleague's email of last week in relation to your request made under the Act for the
disclosure of " Records of beneficiaries of the salary support scheme, and the amounts paid to each
beneficiary".  
 
We are not yet in a position to respond to your request as we are continuing to consider whether
qualified exemptions to disclosure may apply to some of the information that you have requested.  I
would however, like to take this opportunity to provide you with an update on our position in relation to
this request and to provide you a little more detail about the reasons for this ongoing delay.

You may be aware that the Salary Support Scheme contains a provision that enables the Treasury to
publish the information you have requested via a report laid before Tynwald.  Whilst the Treasury had
considered that this information might be published once the Scheme had fully wound down, your
request has, in part, prompted us to accelerate this process.  As such, the Treasury is actively working
towards reporting details of Salary Support Scheme recipients and the amounts they received in the
near future.

The delay in our response to your request is because we have not yet concluded whether the qualified
exemption under section 41 of the FOI Act (information for future publication) is engaged in respect of all
of the information you have requested, or to just some of the information requested. 

The exemption under section 41 of the Act will not be engaged in any instances where we are unable to
publish certain parts of the Salary Support Scheme recipient/payment details in our report.

There are a few reasons why we may be unable to publish parts of this information, and we are currently
seeking legal counsel on these matters.  For example, a number of payments were made to sole traders
and to limited companies that operate in the name of the business owner.  As this information amounts
to personal information we need to explore whether disclosure would be permitted in accordance with
applicable data protection legislation.  In addition, we need to fully consider whether any harm could be
caused to any of the business owners or associates as a result of disclosure.

In addition to this, your request extends to information held by the Treasury at the point in time your
request was submitted on 21 January 2022.  As eligible businesses were able to submit applications for
the final periods of the Salary Support Scheme up until the end of February 2022, there will potentially
be some differences in recipient/payment data at the date your request was submitted compared to what
will be reported on.  In such instances, the section 41 exemption under the FOI legislation would not be
engaged.  We will not be able to confirm any such differences until such a time that any final payments
under the Scheme have been made.

I trust that this update provides you with some clarity as to our current position and the reasons for the
ongoing delay in our response to you.  Once we have concluded what (if any) restrictions apply to the
disclosure of some of the information we hold relating to Salary Support Scheme recipients/payments,
we will be able to formally conclude the extent of the application of the section 41 of the Act and respond
to your FOI request accordingly.

I will however, endeavour to provide you with a further update by the end of next week

Yours sincerely,
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FOI Coordinator, the Treasury
 
 
 

 
WARNING: This email message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may be subject to legal privilege. You must not copy or deliver it to
any other person or use the contents in any unauthorised manner without the express permission of the sender. If you are not the intended addressee of
this e-mail, please delete it and notify the sender as soon as possible.  

No employee or agent is authorised to conclude any binding agreement on behalf of any of the Departments or Statutory Boards of the Isle of Man
Government with any party by e-mail without express written confirmation by a Manager of the relevant Department or Statutory Board.  

RAAUE: S'preevaadjagh yn çhaghteraght post-l shoh chammah's coadanyn erbee currit marish as ta shoh coadit ec y leigh. Cha nhegin diu coipal ny cur
eh da peiagh erbee elley ny ymmydey yn chooid t'ayn er aght erbee dyn kied leayr veih'n choyrtagh. Mannagh nee shiu yn enmyssagh kiarit jeh'n phost-l
shoh, doll-shiu magh eh, my sailliu, as cur-shiu fys da'n choyrtagh cha leah as oddys shiu.  

Cha nel kied currit da failleydagh ny jantagh erbee conaant y yannoo rish peiagh ny possan erbee lesh post-l er son Rheynn ny Boayrd Slattyssagh
erbee jeh Reiltys Ellan Vannin dyn co-niartaghey scruit leayr veih Reireyder y Rheynn ny Boayrd Slattyssagh t'eh bentyn rish. 
 
 
NOTE: Please do not edit the subject line when replying to this email.
 

Michael Josem <michael@taxpayersalliance.im> 4 March 2022 at 18:15
To: Treasury <treasury@foi.gov.im>

Hello Treasury,

Thanks for your message. I understand your position.

I would be comfortable with you providing the information that became available at the end of the SSS's operation at
the end of February. That is, rather than provide the information that you held on 21 January, providing information for
the period up to the end of February 2022 would be preferable (and hopefully easier for you!).

Regards,
Michael Josem
Manx TaxPayers' Alliance

Phone: 07624 323552
Social Media:@manxtaxpayers
Web: https://taxpayersalliance.im
Email: michael@taxpayersalliance.im
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